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widow was in penury,, and the dead man's library was adver-
tised for sale by Willis and Sotheran. TroUope went secretly
to the executors and bought the whole collection at his own
generous valuation, "We aH know the difference between
buying and selling books " he explained a little awkwardly,
when after the event some friend discovered wiiat had been
done. Into Bell's books were pasted the Trollope book-plate.
Now and again volumes presented by their authors to Robert
Bell and bearing the blue-paper creSl and the name "Anthony
Trollope" are offered in the antiquarian shops. Such volumes
are not only books which once were Trollope's; they are the
little children of his generosity.